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LOVE IS A VERB:

Those who have been genuinely changed by God no longer settle
for empty words of love — they know love is a verb.

A TALE ASOLD AS TIME:

1 John 3:11, Exodus 19:5-6, Micah 6:6-8, John 13:34-35, 15:12-14, Matthew 5:13-16

THE SECOND LOVE QUESTION:

1John 2:11

Am | meeting needs, or just feeling sorry for people?

FOLLOWING THROUGH WITH OUR VOWS:

1 John 2:11-24

» Love is a command, not an option.
John 13:34-35, Matthew 5:43-48

» Love is outward proof of an inward change.
1 John 3:14, James 1:27, 1 John 2:3-6

» Love has an example to follow.
1 John 3:16, John 20:21, Ephesians 5:2, Mark 8:34-35

» Love is not an attitude, or an emation, it is an action.
1 John 3:17-18, John 3:16, James 2:14-17

» Love will cost us something.
1 John 3:17-18, Philippians 2:3-4, Luke 10:25-37

» Loving others draws us closer to God.
1 John 3:19-24, John 14:15-21

This is just the end.
Revelation 22:21
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TAKING IT HOME

1. Think and reflect for a few moments on the level of priority you've
given to loving people in your life recently. Have you given it the priority
it deserves?

Do you think you need to make any changes? If so, what are
they?

2. Is there a situation in your life requiring “tough love” that you would
like prayer for?
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SERVICE OPPORTUNITY — OPERATION HOPE

Please keep in mind there are still plenty of ways to serve our partner
organizations beyond the Weekend of Service. Operation Hope is Vista's
temporary winter shelter for homeless families. Sign up your Growth Group to
provide a meal for them on a Thursday night. Check out Operation Hope on
our website at www.northcoastchurch.com/service or contact Amy for further
qguestions 727-8463.
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Growth Group Homework
For the week of February 11, 2007

QUICK REVIEW: Looking back over your sermon notes from this
week’s sermon, which particular point or passage of Scripture most
challenged, confused, or caught your attention?

MY STORY
1. Who is one of the most loving people you know? How do they show
their love to you and others?

2. Can you think of a time when you saw love change another person's
life? If so, please describe the circumstances and the changes that took
place.

DIGGING DEEPER

1. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus challenged a number of the
common teachings of the day on such topics as prayer, anger, divorce,
and love. In Matthew 5:43-48, what misconceptions about love did Jesus
address?

What motivations do you see in this passage for loving others?

What do you think it looks like in real life to love your enemy?

2. There are times when loving someone means exercising “tough love”
— doing what is best for them even when they may not like it or
appreciate it. The Apostle Paul had a personal "tough love" encounter
with another great Christian, the Apostle Peter, in Galatians 2:11-14.
After reading the passage, answer the following questions.

How does it strike you that these two "pillars of faith" would be
involved in such an encounter?

What could have been some unintended consequences if Paul
had simply ignored Peter's actions?

How does the following passage help you decide when love calls
for going the extra mile or drawing the boundaries of “tough love”?

2 Thessalonians 3:10-15

3. Wherever Jesus went, crowds flocked to Him. His response to these
crowds earned Him the reputation of not only being a miracle worker but
also a friend of sinners and outcasts. What do you notice about Jesus’
response to people in Matthew 9:9-13 and Luke 7:36-397

In our culture, do you think Jesus is still thought of as a friend of
sinners? Why or why not?

What are one or two practical ways we, as Christians, could show
His love in such a way that people are attracted to Jesus, the One
who truly loves them?

Can you think of any things we should stop doing?






